
Santa Ana College       
Annual Scholarship Competition: Application Worksheet    

The essay questions on the scholarship application are open-ended and can be answered in different ways.  
To aid you in your writing, we are providing you with the following worksheet. 
 

EDUCATIONAL & PROFESSIONAL GOALS PROMPT (150 words) 
Please tell us about your educational and professional goals in detail, as they pertain to your 
current educational pursuit. 
 
Tool to help you answer the prompt above: 
Place a check mark on all the educational goals that you are currently pursuing and write the name of the goal in the space 
provided below. On the right column write the estimated completion date for each goal.  

☐  Certificate: What certificate(s) are you pursuing? 

 
 Estimated completion date 

☐  Associate’s degree: What is your major? 

 
 Estimated completion date 
☐  Bachelor's degree: What is your major? 

 
 Estimated completion date 
☐  Master’s/Doctorate degree: What is your major? 

 
 Estimated completion date 

 
How to answer the prompt?  ***Answer this prompt in complete sentences. 
Your response should reassure the reader that you have a goal that you want to reach by a certain date and that you have created a 
plan to ensure success. 
 
Example: Dear selection committee, my name is Eddie Sanchez, and I am a law major aspiring to become a business lawyer in the state 
of California. Currently, I am a full-time student at SAC, and I am enrolled in fifteen units this semester. I expect to transfer to Chapman 
University my top choice by the end of the Spring 2025 semester… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEADERSHIP, COMMUNITY, HOME/FAMILY PROMPT (150 words) 
Please share with us your most recent, leadership experience, community involvement and 
home and family commitments from the last 12 months. 
 
Leadership Experience Can Include the Following: 
Work, internship experience, group or club participation, school club, sports team member, religious 
organizations, neighborhood organization, student government, honor society. 
 
Community Involvement Within Your Local Community:  
Community service, volunteer work, cultural center, cultural activities, religious organizations. 
 
Home/Family Commitments 
Responsibilities, dependents, caring for family members. 
 
How to answer the prompt?   ***Answer this prompt in complete sentences. 
Share with us your leadership experience even if you have only been a group member. You may have 
performed tasks that are not readily seen as being part of a leader’s skill set. Skills like taking initiative, having 
responsibility, teaching, training, communicating and more are just a few examples. 
 
Share with us any community involvement withing your local community. Did you help with clean-ups, 
volunteer at a local food bank, clothing drives, are you active in your city through cultural activities, are you 
active in a religious organization through events and activities? 
 
-OR- 
 
If you do not have any or recent community involvement you may choose to share your home/family 
commitments to include responsibilities, caring for loved ones and dependents, doing chores to help your 
family and other things. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERSONAL STATEMENT & OTHER CONSIDERATIONS PROMPT (500 words) 
Santa Ana College inspires, transforms, and empowers a diverse community of learners. 
How will a SAC scholarship empower you to continue your journey towards completion of your college education? 
Please explain how any personal challenges and/or opportunities have strengthened your perseverance in 
completing your long-term goals. 
 

1. Formally introduce yourself to the selection committee and give at least three reasons why you are the 
best candidate for a scholarship.  

• Your passion about your goals • Your commitment to succeed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reason 1.  

 

 

 

 

Reason 2.  

 

 

 

 

Reason 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



2. How will a SAC scholarship empower you to continue your journey towards your college education? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Mention any personal challenges and opportunities that have strengthened your perseverance in 
obtaining your long-term goals.  

• Family support or lack of support 
• Financial aid  

• Work and responsibilities 
• Paying for your education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why is the scholarship important to you? How will it inspire and motivate you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


