
ANSWERING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
Immigration Enforcement on Campus

QUESTION

What should I do if an
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agent or
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) agent is on campus?

ANSWER

1. Stay Calm: Immediate compliance is not required. Santa Ana College
(SAC) has established administrative procedures and policies to follow.
Take your time while working through these steps, and do not panic or
feel rushed.

2. Direct Agents to SAC Campus Safety: Inform the officers that you are
not obstructing their process, but that you must refer them to the proper
channels for guidance and assistance. Direct the officer to contact SAC
Campus Safety at their 24/7 line: (714) 564-6330. You may provide initial
details of the ICE or CBP agent’s request to SAC Campus Safety.

3. Know that Campus Safety Will Document: SAC Campus Safety will
notify the President’s Office and share documentation of immigration
enforcement activities that occur on campus.

Will the District Safety &
Security Department
(DSS), which includes SAC
Campus Safety, enforce
federal immigration laws?

No. In alignment with the California Values Act (SB 54), District Policy
restricts the involvement of campus security in federal immigration
enforcement. This act restricts local law enforcement agencies, including
campus safety, from using resources to investigate, interrogate, detain,
detect, or arrest individuals for immigration enforcement purposes.

Should I first confirm that
ICE or CBP are on campus
to enforce a warrant?

No. District Safety and Security, which includes SAC Campus Safety, must be
notified immediately at (714) 564-6330 if ICE or CBP agents are on any SAC or
School of Continuing Education campuses. SAC Campus Safety is responsible
for confirming the validity of the warrants served. Do not grant ICE or CBP
agents access to any private or limited access areas. Please contact DSS which
includes SAC Campus Safety if ICE or CBP agents are spotted near any of
SAC’s campuses.

What is a “private” or
“public” area?

Private areas include classes (while they are in session), office spaces that you
lock when you leave, kitchens where patrons are not allowed, or behind
counters such as the Health Center, and some parts of the Nealley library. 
SAC employees are required to contact SAC Campus Safety at (714) 564-6330
if there are immigration enforcement agents asking to gain access to private or
limited access areas.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB54


SAC and School of Continuing
Education are open campuses.
Can law enforcement officials
access all areas of campus
without permission?

For those teaching off-site,
what process should be
followed if ICE or CBP come to
an off-site community campus?

Contact DSS, which includes campus safety, immediately at
(714) 564-6330.

Can the District share
personal student
information?

1. Protect Student Privacy: A student’s personal and educational
information is protected under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA).

No. ICE may not enter private or limited access areas of the campus
without authorization or a valid federal warrant. Federal warrants must be
signed by a federal judge or magistrate, must be current and dated, and
specify the area that is to be searched. SAC Campus Safety will
review the warrant and/or additional relevant documents once notified.

3. Uphold Non-Discrimination Policies: The District cannot inquire about
citizenship or immigration status except, as required, for financial aid or tuition
determination.

2. Safeguard Immigration Status: Under FERPA, The District Safety &
Security Department (DSS), SAC Campus Safety, District employees, and
SAC employees cannot release student information to immigration
enforcement, including immigration status without student consent, a valid
subpoena or a court order. 

In most cases the school is obligated to notify the student before releasing
protected information. Release of information may vary for enrolled
international students. Campus Safety should contact SAC’s Designated
School Official (DSO), Tina Newton, at 714-564-6028 for assistance
regarding visa status for international students.

No. The District is legally obligated to:
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What are my civil rights? 1. The right to remain silent: Employees and students have the right to remain
silent and are not required to disclose immigration status when interacting with
law enforcement, unless their visa status requires them to do so by law. For
additional information on specific visas and their requirements and regulations,
contact SAC’s International Student Program (ISP) at 714-564-6047.

2. The right to consult an attorney: Detained individuals have the right 
to consult with an attorney, although the government is not obligated to provide
one. It is recommended to consult with an attorney, especially before signing
documents.

3. The right to refuse search without a valid warrant: Individuals can refuse a
search of their persons or belongings, unless there is consent, probable cause, or a
valid warrant or court order signed by a judge. Even if asked, employees are not
legally obligated to give their IDs or citizenship papers to an ICE or CBP agent.

4. The right to make a private phone call when detained:  Detainees also have the
right to make a private phone call without law enforcement agents monitoring the
contents of the call.
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A resource designed to provide services to
students who are undocumented and currently
enrolled at SAC. Currently enrolled students
are also eligible for immigration advice at
www.findyourally.com.

The Undocu-Scholars Center can provide
an example of a genuine federal warrant
upon request. This can help you compare it
to other warrants that may not grant ICE or
CBP agents immediate access to private or
limited access spaces.

Santa Ana College | (714) 564-6282 |
UndocuScholars@sac.edu

Legal Studies faculty Kim Smith will be hosting
weekly legal clinics in the Academic
Computing Center of the A Building from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. to provide Family Preparation
Plans, Know Your Rights training, and Rapid
Response information for SAC and SCE
students during the Spring semester.

▪ SAC’s A Building | www.sac.edu/clirrc | Every
Saturday in Spring Semester 2025, Walk-ins
are welcome.

LEGAL CLINICS:
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http://www.findyourally.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6qehDHekvhyOQpYLiNuYDadZbey7Bu46SPyjN55LYG_ofxA/viewform
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER

The Health and Wellness Center consists of a multiethnic team of health care professionals
that provide short term quality care to support students’ academic success. The Student
Health and Wellness Center provides in-person and tele-health physical and mental health
services to currently enrolled students.

Santa Ana College | (714) 564-6216 | SACHealth_Center@sac.edu

THE STUDENT WELCOME CENTER @ CENTENNIAL EDUCATION CENTER

CONSULAPP CONTIGO

PROMOTING A SAFE AND SECURE CAMPUS FOR ALL 
(A GUIDE BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL)

STATE CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE

The Welcome Center provides general information and essential services, including legal support
services, computer lending services, financial assistance, and basic needs support.

Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education at Centennial Education Center 
     | (714) 241-5804 | sac.edu/scewelcome

A care tool for Mexican migrants in vulnerable situations that provides quick and safe access to care
services, Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, offers a panic button that will send a message to the
registered person's family, attorney, and to the Mexican consulate letting them know that the person has
been detained by ICE.

The Attorney General’s Office model policy and relevant guidance was created by the
California Attorney General regarding students’ rights under state and federal immigration laws

Community College Immigration Legal Services program provides free immigration legal services, including
education and outreach services (Legal Services | California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office).

An electronic version of the Congressman’s “Know Your Rights” cards. (English | Spanish)

CONGRESSMAN LOU CORREA KNOW YOUR RIGHTS GUIDE
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mailto:SACHealth_Center@sac.edu
https://sac.edu/sce/welcome/Pages/default.aspx
https://apps.apple.com/us/developer/secretaria-de-relaciones-exteriores/id1137779395
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/immigration/higher-education-guidance.pdf
https://www.cccco.edu/Students/Support-Services/Special-population/Undocumented-Students/Legal-Services
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pxy0wd5kdh0u6n5tn8pjl/KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS-new-logo.jpg?rlkey=f3rw1j1jjjxdr2t62jgup1cu4&e=1&st=nw4401zq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lpk5ng9fzqmwdyvggfh9n/KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS-Spanish-new-logo.jpg?rlkey=996pecl9qwqsrljgx3hvdfo9j&e=1&st=9ulhb9ub&dl=0

