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Resolution S2026.02 Creation of a Joint Task Force to Develop a Local Process for Excused Withdrawals After Course Completion

Moved:
Seconded: 

Whereas Title 5 §53200 assigns to the Academic Senate primary responsibility for academic and professional matters, known as the “10+1”; and

Whereas among the “10+1,” governing boards are required to rely primarily upon the advice and judgment of the Academic Senate in matters including curriculum, degree and certificate requirements, grading policies, and standards regarding student preparation and success; and

Whereas policies and procedures related to grade changes and the assignment of an Excused Withdrawal (EW) are directly connected to grading policies and therefore fall squarely within faculty purview under Title 5; and

Whereas Administrative Regulation 4231 – Grade Changes, recently approved by the Academic Senates of Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College, incorporates Title 5 language stating that “supporting documentation shall not be required for consideration,” and faculty at Santiago Canyon College emphasized the importance of developing a clear, fair, and locally determined process for evaluating requests for Excused Withdrawals after course completion, including consideration of documentation when appropriate, in order to support equitable student access while maintaining the integrity of the grading process;

Resolved that, consistent with Title 5 §53200 and the Academic Senate’s primacy in grading policies, the Academic Senates of Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College establish a joint, faculty-led task force to review current practices and develop recommendations for a local process for assigning Excused Withdrawals after a course has been completed; and

Resolved that the task force include faculty and counselor representatives from both colleges, including representation from Santiago Canyon College’s Exceptions to Academic Regulations (EAR) Committee and Santa Ana College’s Admissions and Guidance (A&G) Committee, as well as additional faculty and student participants appointed by or expressing interest through their respective Senates; and

Resolved that the task force be led by SCC Academic Senate Secretary/Treasurer Song Graham and bring forward recommendations to both Academic Senates for review and approval, and subsequently forward the proposed process to the appropriate college and district shared governance bodies for review, feedback, and adoption, with the goal of implementation beginning Fall 2027.
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