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Resolution F2026.04 Faculty Consultation on the Use of Categorical Funds and Block Grants With Local Flexibility

Moved by: Susan Hoang
Seconded: Ajay Orona

Whereas ASCCC Resolution 05.01 S96, "Categorical Funding Including Block Grants," recommended that all categorical funding, including block grants, be under the institutional purview of a shared governance committee such as budget and planning;

Whereas Title 5 §53200(c) designates standards or policies regarding student preparation and success, and processes for institutional planning and budget development, as academic and professional matters; RSCCD Board Policy 2410 provides that the Board relies primarily on the Academic Senate for the former and reaches mutual agreement on the latter through the District's shared governance structure; and Education Code 78222(b)(1) conditions Student Equity and Achievement Program funds on maintaining a student equity plan that Education Code 78220(b) requires to be developed with the active involvement of the academic senate, academic faculty and staff, student services, and students;

Whereas the state has provided about $3.1 billion in Student Equity and Achievement (SEA) funding over six years and a $208 million one-time Student Support Block Grant (SSBG), Chancellor's Office guidance leaves colleges to decide how funds are used within the permitted purposes, and RSCCD's allocations include $15,356,225 in SEA funds for 2026-27 and $1,616,791 in SSBG funds for 2025-26 (LAO; ESS 25-81; ESS 26-63);

Whereas the College has recently begun discussing the use of SEA funds in the Guided Pathways Student Equity Committee and general categorical funding, such as the share spent on salaries, in the Planning and Budget Committee, and the Academic Senate has not identified a committee at Santa Ana College where recommendations for use of SSBG funds are discussed; and

Resolved that the Santa Ana College Academic Senate support the proposed ASCCC resolution, "Faculty Consultation on the Use of Categorical Funds and Block Grants With Local Flexibility," for consideration at the Fall 2026 Plenary Session, and affirm that faculty consultation on the use of categorical funds and block grants with local flexibility applies regardless of which division, program, or committee receives or administers the funds;

Resolved that the Academic Senate request that the Planning and Budget Committee receive an annual informational overview of categorical funds and block grants, including amounts, allowable uses, responsible managers, and the bodies that recommend their use, beginning with SEA and SSBG, with the initial overview to be provided no later than the end of the eighth week of the semester of the Spring 2027 semester;

Resolved that the Academic Senate request that the Planning and Budget Committee co-chairs and the College President identify where within the college's planning and budget processes recommendations for the use of categorical funds and block grants with local flexibility, beginning with the Student Support Block Grant, are discussed, and how faculty, including counseling and student services faculty, participate; and

Resolved that the Academic Senate President report responses to these requests to the Senate no later than the first Senate meeting following the initial overview and bring forward any further steps needed to establish a standing consultation process, including its incorporation into the Planning and Budget Committee’s charge and the Governance Handbook.
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