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SACTAC 

   October 21, 2009 
 2:00 to 3:30 –   S 215 

Agenda/Minutes 
 http://insidesac.net/committee/sactac/default.asp 

(See Governance & Committees link) 
 

Attendees:   Nell Yang, Pilar Traslavina, Joyce Norwood, Don Dutton, Lance Lockwood, Roy Shahbazian, John 
Isaac, Brian Schroeder  
Guests/Other:   Bonnie Jaros 
 
Organizational Matters:  Need a representative from Technology (part of HST) 
Future Meetings:    Fall Semester:  11/18 and 12/16 2009 (?) 
  

 
Follow up to Updates from Summer 2009  
• I building   Feedback from faculty is that the height of podium doesn’t work—it seems to require sitting. The 

switches are on the wrong walls.  The projectors should be wireless.  Maria will find out if the projectors installed 
can be upgraded with a wireless card. .  

• Wireless throughout campus  Lance noted that although the athletics fields have wireless access, classrooms 
do not.  The completion of installing wireless network is part of the Technology Plan although funds are not 
available for implementation at this time.  Roy will inquire at TAG.   

 
 
New Business 
•  Report from TAG (Technology Advisory Group)  Brian and Roy 
 

1. IT projects: Rewire of A, B, D buildings at SCC; networking switches (30-40K); Firewall/intrusion system (80-90K); Archiving system (information must be 
backed up for 3 years); back-up hardware; Document imaging system (needed in places like admissions & records, financial aid, and accounts payable). 

http://insidesac.net/committee/sactac/default.asp
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2. Discussed Portable Hard Drive Systems – slow start due to late arrival of hard drives – Jacque O’Lea’s project. 
3. Sylvia discussed that she is forming a DataTel group (she whimsically  termed the “vice squad”) that will work on future directions. 
4. Sylvia discussed updating the standard monitor screen from the 17” to the 19” or 21” depending on requirement and approval. 
5. IT is looking forward to WebAdvisor feedback from faculty/SACTAC survey.  
6. Discussed DataTel modules that could be purchased to assist with attendance/assignment issues with current configuration.  
7. Discussed Blackboard vs. Moodle. Datatel will interface with Moodle in the future.   
8. Reviewed current District Strategic Technology Plan 

 
 
From the Goals 
• B 13 Faculty Feedback re WebAdvisor—Brian – See below. 
• A   1  Computer Skills—Maria—See below. 
• B 15 Progress on Student Media Production Lab—Maria and Vincent—not discussed 
• B   1 Student Email—Brian and Roy—See below. 
 
 
  
 
From the 2009-2010 Action Plan  
 
 

GOAL:  SAC students will graduate with highly competitive technology skills that will serve 
them in their continuing education and  
professional life. 
 
Strategy                                         Action                               Cost             Timelines 

 
 
 
 
 
        Leads 

  
 
 
 
 
   Status 
 

A.1  Determine skills sets 
required; revise to reflect current 
trends and needs 

Create a continuum of  
digital/technology  skills 

Staff 
time 

A.1 December 2007,  
revise annually 

A.1 SACTAC co-chairs, 
C & I 

Draft of 
continuum of 
skills 
completed; 
survey done 
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A.2 Determine technology skills 
 sets of incoming students 

Develop an assessment  
tool and implement at 
(a) admissions time or (b) 
faculty by faculty 

Staff 
time 

A.2 Pilot April/May 2008  
via Early Decision 

A.2  SACTAC co-chair, 
C&I chair, VP AA 

Results 
compiled and 
reviewed by 
SACTAC  

A.3 Determine technology skills 
 sets of students by 
department/discipline 

Create specialized, 
advanced continuum 
reflecting discipline 
specific needs; implement 
department by department 

Staff 
time 

A.3 November 2010 A.3 Department Chairs,  
Faculty, Chair of TLC 

After dialog 
at SACTAC 
and TLC, 
Curriculum & 
Instruction 
Council has 
changed core 
competency # 
3 to 
“Information 
Management” 
which calls 
for discipline 
specific 
computer 
skills. 

 
 
Discussion:  Inclusion of technology skills in the Information Competency area.   
 
Computer Skills/Computer Competencies—Bonnie Jaros  The TLC has been working to develop a “technology” 
competency that would allow for integration of technology into the curriculum using discipline specific channels.  The 
idea is to enhance the Information Competency core competency by adding the technology piece.  TLC suggests 
that we label this competency Information Management.  After discussion of this idea, the committee made a few 
suggestions that were added to the language Bonnie presented.  Joyce Norwood moved and Nell Yang seconded 
that the language specified below be accepted by SACTAC and forwarded to TLC and Curriculum and Instruction 
Council.  The motion was approved unanimously.   
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On a different but highly relevant topic, Bonnie informed the committee that SCC is asking that the Computer Skills 
and Application graduation requirement for the AA degree be eliminated. Their rationale is that they do not  offer the 
courses that can be used to complete this requirement.  Bonnie noted that SCC is being collegial about the issue.  
After spirited discussion, Joyce moved and Nell seconded that SACTAC recommend that we keep the Computer 
Skills and Application graduation requirement for the AA as is.    
 
 
 
 
 
   
GOAL: SAC will provide a technology rich environment that will promote efficiency and productivity for faculty, staff and students. 
 
Strategy                                                   Action Item                                 Cost           Timelines                           Lead(s)                       Status 
B.1 Provide student e-mail on  
registration  

Request status of  
SACTAC recommendation to 
implement e-mail 

Staff 
time 

B.1 Spring semester 09 B.1 ITS and A & R IT has 
determined not 
to offer student 
email.  

B.2 Provide registration 365/24/7 Implement Colleague  
Student System  

Staff 
time 

B.2 Summer 2008 B.2 A & R and ITS Completed 
Summer 2009 
Down a few 
hours 
occasionally on 
a Sunday am 

 
B.4 Plan portal access to college  
and Datatel information for  
students and staff 

B.4 Creation of student portal 
and addition of content to the 
portal 
B.4 Creation of faculty/staff 
portal 

 B.4 Summer 2009  
Pending Datatel 
implementation  

B.4 SACTAC, SCC 
Tech Committee, 
ITS 

Pending Datatel 
progress; 
Checked with 
CIO 9/8/09 

 
 Discussion: (from September meeting) B 1: We need to decide what next steps are for B1.  TAG decided that institutional email was not 
warranted.  Faculty are willing to work with what we have, but would like to revisit the issue at a later time.    Faculty have to manage disparate and 
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often dated email and must keep after students to update their email address in WebAdvisor.  If a student changes his email and updates it in WA, 
he also needs to update it in Blackboard.  It would be good if the updated email could be uploaded to BB.  Each semester new WA data will be 
loaded into BB.    B 2.  Robert noted that WA is down sometimes for a few hours in the early morning Sunday hours.   B 4.  Maria contacted Sylvia 
LeTourneau to change the timeline for this strategy.    
Status: Not discussed at length. Maria mentioned she still gets faculty requesting that the institution provide student email.  
 
 
 
 
B.12 Include technology in  
facilities planning by coordinating 
college and district efforts 

a) Note issue at FC 
b) Make presentation to FC 
c) Request that SACTAC 
review new facilities plans 

Staff 
time 

B.12 September 2007 
and ongoing 

B.12 VP AS, VP 
AA,  
Facility Comm., 
Assistant VC of 
Facility Planning 

ADILR has met 
with VPFP to 
outline needs.  

 
Discussion:  (from September meeting) Will discuss at November 2009 meeting.  Maria is now working with Paul Foster and the Facilities 
committee to make sure that technology is included in the Facilities Master Plan that will be developed by the Facilities Committee.   
 
 
B.13 Support expanded 
usability  
development of 
Datatel/Colleague  

Participate in appropriate  
committees 

Staff time B. 13May 2009 and 
annually 

B.13 ITS, President Web 
committee 
recommended 
user-friendly 
functionalities 
to IT for 
WebAdvisor. 

 
 
Discussion:  Brian’s email resulted in emails summarized below:    
 
 

Problem Notes 
Log on/password    Too many logins and passwords 
Positive attendance  
Layout challenging for visually impaired students Drop down menus do now work with ADA approved software 
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Compatibility with IE8  
Class rosters Transferring them to Excel is a messy, complicated process 
Notification of student drops Faculty need to be notified  
Pull down menus Non-ADA compliant 
Enrolled vs. available category Not clear 
Students with incompletes ? 
Wait lists They do not disappear 
Ability to change user IDs  
Course ticket numbers that make sense  
Number of students in class Needed for large group instruction classes, Fire and CJ 
Summer 09 is still a choice.  Keep the current 
term live only. The default should be the current 
term.  

When are terms to be archived?   

System should not require re-entry of term of 
other values.   

Cookies? 

Cannot search for online classes Or Honors, 1st 8 weeks, etc.  
 
 
Action:  Brian and Maria will compile and give to Roy so he can present at the next TAG meeting November 12. 
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B.15 Develop alternative 
strategies  
for funding technology 
including endowments 

a) Research possible 
sources  
b) Develop plan to solicit 
funding 
c) Obtain 1 endowment 
per year. 

a) SACTAC  
b) SACTAC 
work group 

B.15 December 2007 B.15 VP AA, SACTAC,  
Director of SAC 
Foundation 

Developed a 
project to 
dedicate ACC 
space for a 
student Media 
Production 
lab. 

 
 

Discussion:  (from the September meeting) After discussion of the benefits of creating a mini-center to function as a demonstration 
project, SACTAC voted to support the idea of see if we can then go after serious donations.  
 
Action: (from September meeting)Joyce Norwood moved and Crystal Jenkins seconded that Maria move forward in creating a mini-
lab to serve as a demonstration project.  Outcomes from the project will be used to solicit grant or donor funding.  Motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Status:  Space has been allocated in the ACC (A 106).  The program will use ACC PCs: cameras and software have been ordered, 
study tools are being developed, faculty have been contacted.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	October 21, 2009
	Agenda/Minutes

