Academic Senate Resolution in Response to AB1705

Whereas, the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges has previously expressed concern—most notably in Resolution 9.09 F19 (Fall 2019), in Fall 2024 Plenary session resolutions, and in Spring 2025 Plenary resolutions—about the elimination of stand-alone foundational courses under AB 705 (Irwin, 2017) and AB 1705 (Irwin, 2022);

Whereas, despite these efforts, Education Code § 78213, as revised by AB 1705 (2022), continues to prohibit stand-alone foundational coursework, even when such coursework may be pedagogically appropriate and equitable for students preparing for transfer-level English or mathematics;

Whereas, research and local evidence demonstrate that the prescribed corequisite model, while beneficial for many students, can be too accelerated and high-unit for others—often leading to disproportionate rates of withdrawal or failure, especially among historically underrepresented student groups; and

Whereas, ASCCC’s commitment to faculty expertise, student access, equity, and local curricular flexibility remains essential to fulfilling the mission of California Community Colleges;

Resolved, that the Academic Senate for Santa Ana Colleges urge the California Legislature and Board of Governors to allow local colleges the option to offer stand-alone pre-transfer courses in English and mathematics for students who may benefit from them; and

Resolved, that the Academic Senate for Santa Ana College reaffirms faculty primacy and student choice in curricular and placement decisions in order to support equitable student success.

