Good afternoon,
My name is Jane Mathis, and I am a Counselor in the EOPS program at SAC.
I am sorry I am not able to join you in person today but I wanted the opportunity to share a concern that I have about the district requesting $175,000 in funds from the SAC Foundation to help pay for expenses related to the upcoming bond measure.  
I have been a supporter of the foundation for almost 20 years and have a lot of respect for Christina Romero and her team.  Through their fundraising efforts they have made a significant difference in the lives of our students, whether that be through scholarships or urgent action requests.  It is hard work, but the foundation team has been able to share our students’ stories and develop long term relationships with donors who want to help these deserving students reach their goals.
I am one of those donors, like many of you sitting at this meeting, and I have never questioned how the money was being used until now.  Were you aware that the money raised for our students was being diverted to the district for lobbying expenses?  How would other donors, especially those outside of the college, feel about continuing to contribute to the foundation if they knew that it was being used in this manner?  
This issue is not related to merits of the bond, or whether the bond would benefit the students in the future.  It is whether the SAC Foundation dollars should be used in a manner that is not focused on direct student assistance.  I am asking that this concern be added as an agenda item in the next Academic Senate meeting.  
There are several questions that should be explored, here are just a few:
 Why is the district raiding funds that were specifically raised to help our students, instead of seeking out other funding sources?  $175, 000 from SAC and $75,000 from SCC.  
This is the second time that the district has pursued a bond since Chancellor Martinez has started with our district.  If this is a DISTRICT goal, why not activate and utilize the district’s existing foundation to raise funds for this specific purpose?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why was the foundation board pressured by the district to agree to this request for funding?  
Thank you for your time. 
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