
















Out-of-class assignments will relate to all four of the literary genres:  the novel, the short story, the drama, poetry. 
Because instructors may differ one from another in emphasizing genres, students' time in performing out-of-class activities may
vary from genre to genre.  What should not vary is the commitment to two hours of reading and writing out-of-class for each hour in
class  The following is a sample of how this commitment may be realized. 

I.  Fiction: short story :
   A.  Elements of plot in fiction
   B.  Character and characterization in fiction
   C.  Devices of prose literature: point of view, theme, irony, symbolism
   D.  Schools of literary analysis, such as Marxism, feminism, structuralism, and new historicism.
Outside assignments of reading short fiction,  writing journals and out-of-class essays to be graded.

II. The drama:  

    A.  Tragedy and comedy
    B.  Historical sketch of the theater
    C.  Conventions of the modern stage
*At least one Shakespearean play
Outsides assignments of reading plays,  writing journals and out-of-class essays to be graded.

III.  Poetry:  
   A.  The nature of poetry
   B.  Imagery
   C.  Figurative language
   D.  Various types of poems
   E.  Technical aspects: rhyme, meter, etc.

Outside assignments of reading poetry, of writing to be graded.

IV.  The novel:  
   A.  Elements of structure in the novel
   B.  Character and characterization in fiction
   C.  Devices of prose literature: point of view, theme, irony, symbolism
   D.  Historical background of the development of the novel and its historical and social significance
   E. * Comparison of novels and/or analysis applying the ideas of one of the schools of literary criticism to major fiction



texts
Outside assignments:   reading novels; out-of-class essays to be graded.

V.   Documenting sources, literary theory, and presentation preparation
     A. Literary Theoretical Critical Paradigms/Schools of Analysis such as Marxism/Socio-economic Studies, Feminism/Gender       
     Studies, Psychoanalytic Studies, New  Historicism, and Post-Colonialism.

     B. Review of MLA documentation and citation format; ethical  use of and analysis of  secondary  sources as well as        

         development of a "baloney" meter to detect "fake news" and non-credible internet sources.

     C. Fallacies; inductive and deductive reasoning; rhetorical appeals of pathos, logos, ethos, and kairos.

     D. *Preparation of Oral Presentations/leading Class Discussions.

      E. *Preparation of Abstract and Research Presentation.

 

List graded activities.

1.  Quizzes covering material from assigned readings.
2.  In-class essays analyzing and/or evaluating assigned readings and/or exams that feature essay responses.
3.  Out-of-class essays analyzing and/or evaluating assigned readings.
4.  Library assignments requiring students to analyze and/or evaluate the work of critics interpreting the assigned readings.
5.  Documented paper or papers using current MLA parenthetical citations/works cited format.
6.  Journals and paragraphs
7.  Oral participation and presentations
8.  Multiple drafts of summaries and argumentative and persuasive essays completed outside of class.
9.  Summary and argumentative essays written in class.
10. Group exercises.
11. A final written examination that may be either essay or a combination of objective/essay.
*12.  Journals or other written assignments and/or preparation for seminar discussions; must include a creative writing
assignment.
*13. Leading group discussions, seminars and/or oral presentations.

The analysis and interpretation of literature require a variety of critical thinking skills.  Students must:
1.  identify and respond to the writer’s central purpose;
2.  determine the philosophical/artistic assumptions implicit in the content and structure of literary works;
3.  apply criteria of literary/artistic excellence developed by the various “schools” of interpretation;
4.  discover the importance and utility of his/her own experience in the world as a tool for criticizing literature;
5.  distinguish between his/her own responses to a work and the work itself;
6.  identify levels and shades of meaning in figurative language and in literary symbols;
7.  predict probable consequences within the plot line by recognizing foreshadowing and then justify those assumptions;
8.  recognize the close relationship or identity of form and content in literature



NOTE:  Essays and exams must account for a minimum of 70% of the student’s final grade for the semester.
Final drafts of essays and/or documented paper will total at least 6,000 words.
All papers written out of class must be typewritten and follow the MLA format.

*Indicates enhanced for honors section




