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To: Distribution 
From: Cherylee Kushida, Chair, Distance Education Advisory Group 
 
District Mission: The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District is to provide quality educational programs and 

services that address the needs of our diverse students and communities. 

College Mission: The mission of Santa Ana College is to be a leader and partner in meeting the intellectual, cultural, technological 
and workforce development needs of our diverse community. Santa Ana College provides access and equity in a dynamic 
learning environment that prepares students for transfer, careers and lifelong intellectual pursuits in a global community. 

Distance Education Mission: Our mission in Distance Education at Santa Ana College is to provide our students and faculty with 
the highest quality distance education program.  We accomplish this mission by assuring that coursework for our students 
provides the depth and breadth of a quality post-secondary degree education while insuring the use of leading edge technology 
and excellence in teaching. 

 
 

Members Present: Jodi Coffman, Zach Fish, Mary Funaoka, Jaki King, Annie Knight, Cherylee Kushida, Rick 
Manzano, John Ross, Jr., Dennis Sadler, Roy Shahbazian  

 
Topics: 

 
 Blackboard is “ON” for all classes 

o Greater flexweek attendance and questions regarding uploading of materials into Bb 
 Helpful for student access to materials. 

 LMS Taskforce Decision 
o LMS Taskforce “Decision Meeting” was held on August 15, 2016. 
o Presentations were: 

 Bb Ultra – Sue Burris, Blackboard 
 Online Education Initiative (OEI) Update/Perspective – Pat James, Executive Director, 

OEI 

 Canvas – Eddie Sampson, Canvas 
 SAC/SCC summer trial experiences – Tammy Cottrell, Summer Trial Faculty 

o It was an unanimous vote to move to recommend Canvas to the TAC committees. 
o Canvas will be recommendation at the 9/22/16 SACTAC committee along with the 

recommendation that additional necessary support is required. 
 

 Online Degree Pathway 

o Nine graduates in Spring 2016! 
 All Business Admin, AS-T have transferred to CSUF 
 One is a Liberal Arts graduate that is now planning to continue coursework for 

transfer. 
 DE Growth Plans 

o Toward the effort of providing necessary online courses for SAC students and college growth 
efforts, doubling of the Online Teaching Certification (OTC) will take place for the semesters of 

FA16, SP17, SU17, FA17, SP18. 
o Faculty stipend incentives available for OTC and online course development. 
o %DE and Total FTES comparison to comparable FTES colleges show that we have growth 

opportunities. 
 OER Degree 

o SAC was awarded the Achieving the Dream Open Educational Resources (OER) Degree 

Initiative grant 
o Nationwide initiative, SAC is one of 38 community colleges 
o Two OER degrees: 

 Business Administration (AS-T) 
 Liberal Arts – Arts, Humanities and Communications program 



 

 

o Faculty stipends are available for OER degree coursework. 
o OER SUMMIT planned for October 7th! 

 Keynote speaker: David Wiley 

 Breakouts by discipline 
 Academic Computing Center 

o Rick Manzano requested faculty input regarding Academic Computing Center (ACC) student 
support.  He will be sending out a faculty survey. 

 
 

 

Next Meeting: September 28, 2016, 8:00 – 9:30am, A-101 
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